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Introduction

The assessment for this unit has three sections. 

Section A: Listening (20 marks)

Candidates will be required to listen to a range of authentic recorded Target Language 
material and to retrieve and convey information given in the recording by responding to a 
range of Target Language questions.

Candidates will need to show understanding of both the general sense and specific details 
conveyed. The questions will elicit non-verbal responses and short answers in the target 
language.

Section B: Reading and Grammar (30 marks)

Candidates will be required to read authentic Target Language printed materials and to 
retrieve and convey information by responding to a range of test types in the target 
language. The questions will elicit non-verbal responses and Target Language answers.

Questions are linked to a range of reading comprehension exercises.

Candidates will also need to understand and manipulate grammatical structures in the 
Target Language by selecting the most appropriate word form to fit a gap.

Section C: Essay (40 marks)

Candidates will write a 240-280 word essay in the Target Language, in response to a short TL 
stimulus and four related bullet points. The assessment rewards candidates for 
communicating relevant information effectively as well as for the quality of the language 
produced.
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Question 3 (a)

Summary completion 

Candidates were required to complete a summary, choosing from a list of eight words. There 
was a mixture of word types. Question 3 was taken from the subtopic of climate change and 
its impact. 

Although the accent is incorrect in this instance, the mark is still 
credited, as Q03 does not rely on lexical accuracy.

Candidates are reminded that most questions on the paper require 
responses in the target language and that inaccurate language may 
even impede communication.
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The candidate's incorrect response has been crossed out and replaced 
with the correct response, so the mark is awarded.

If candidates change their mind regarding a response, it should always 
be clear which response is to be offered for marking.
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Question 3 (b)

The initial response was correct, but the candidate then replaced this 
with the distractor "acceptent", so the mark cannot be awarded.

Candidates should be mindful to rule out all plausible distractors 
before finalising their responses.

The response is correct. The candidate has understood that the pupil 
does not have the support of other classmates.

Clear handwriting, as in this sample, is very important across all 
questions.
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Question 3 (c)

The response is correct. The candidate has understood that the head 
teacher's reaction to the protest was negative.

For each correct response, there is at least one plausible distractor.

Even though there is an accent missing from the response, the mark is 
still awarded.

The candidate has also written both the correct response and a 
distractor on the line below the response gap. It would be advisable to 
cross these out, once the chosen response has been inserted in the 
correct gap.
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Question 3 (d)

The candidate crossed out the initial incorrect response, replacing it 
with the correct one. The candidate has clearly understood politicians' 
passive attitude towards global warming, according to the recording.

It is important for candidates to keep an open mind and to base their 
responses solely on what is contained within the recording.
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The candidate has selected a response which is grammatically 
incorrect, so it cannot be the correct answer.

Candidates should only consider those responses which are 
grammatically correct.
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Question 4

Short Answer Questions 

This required responses using a single word, a phrase or a short sentence. Each item was 
worth 1 or 2 marks. Question 4 was taken from the subtopic of jobs and unemployment. 
Marks are awarded for communication, as opposed to language. 
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Q04(a) The mark for the first element was awarded, even though there 
are grammatical errors in the response. On this occasion, these errors 
do not impede communication. The second element was not credited, 
as the response is too general, rather than specific.

Q04(b) This is an excellent example of where a candidate has offered a 
very concise, albeit correct response.

Q04(c) The response begins well, but the candidate then the use of the 
verb "quitter" leads to ambiguity, so the mark cannot be awarded.

Q04(d) The mark for the first element was awarded. Although the 
plural verb "avaient" is incorrect, the response is clearly 
communicated. In spite of grammatical errors, the second element is 
credited, as the meaning is absolutely clear.

Q04(e) Despite a number of grammatical errors, the overall response is 
just about comprehensible, so the mark was awarded.

Q04(f) From this response, the implication is that basic police officer 
salaries must be low, as officers need to carry out overtime in order to 
earn an adequate salary. For this reason, the response is credited.

Additional information regarding some elements of Q04:

In response to Q04(a), the emphasis needed to be placed on Caroline’s 
own lack of motivation, so the following response could not be 
credited: Caroline avait du mal à motiver le matin as it may suggest 
Caroline’s inability to motivate others. In response to the second 
element of Q04(a), a range of approximate spellings for enfermée were 
accepted but not the following: infirmée, fermier, infirmier.

In response to Q04(d), some candidates seemed to have understood 
the principle of having taken the concours on a number of occasions, 
only to then offer the following incorrect response: Au troisième essai, 
elle a raté le concours. Most candidates were however successful in 
Q04(d).

In Q04(e), the question was often best answered by candidates who 
responded using their own words. This technique did however lead to 
a number of responses where the meaning of the response was not 
clear. For example: Le travail est inattendu.
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Q04(f). Some candidates were working towards a correct response, but 
then offered insufficient detail. The idea of having to carry out extra 
hours was not sufficient on its own to be awarded the mark. Many 
candidates deduced that police officer starting salaries must be low 
and offered a concise, correct response: C’est un salaire bas.

Candidates are advised to attempt all parts of all questions. In a 
number of responses across Q04, candidates gained marks even 
though one or more grammatical errors had been made. Responses to 
Q04,06,07 are only marked on the basis of communication, rather than 
accuracy of language. For example, in Q04(a), the following responses 
were accepted:

Elle avais du mal a se motiver le matins
Caroline en avais assez d’etre enfermé a l’interieur

In these examples, the correct response has been conveyed, albeit 
with grammatical errors, so the mark was awarded. So even where 
candidates were less confident regarding language, it was often 
beneficial to attempt all elements. 
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Question 6

Short Answer Questions 

This question required responses using a single word, a phrase or a short sentence. Each 
item was worth 1 or 2 marks. Q06 was taken from the subtopic of tourism, travel and 
transport. Marks are awarded solely for communication. 
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Q06(a) The use of "lui" in the response causes some ambiguity, so the 
response was not credited.

Q06(b) In the first element, reference to "devenu" and "lui" are 
obtrusive, meaning that the response cannot be understood. In the 
second element, the reponse referes to "par" as opposed to "sur". 
Although this is not grammatically correct, the meaning is still 
sufficiently clear in order for the mark to be awarded. 

Q06(c) The mark is awarded, as it is clear that only a single journey 
airline ticket has been purchased.

Q06(d) Although the reference to "autour" is unusual here, the 
message remains clear and the mark is awarded. 

Additional information regarding candidate performance in Q06:

In Q06(a), candidates were usually successful in conveying a correct 
response, with many instances where candidates responded using 
their own words. Some responses, such as the following, were slightly 
too ambiguous to be credited: Elle pense que toutes lui économies y 
passent.  

In Q06(c), most candidates offered a correct response. Responses 
written in the first-person singular could not be credited.

For example: J’ai acheté un billet d’avion sans retour.

In Q06(d) a significant number of candidates focused on the idea of 
faire un apprentissage, having missed the role of “en” in the text. A more 
precise reading of the text was needed for candidates to secure a 
mark.

18IAL French WFR02_01



When responding to this question, candidates should avoid the use of 
untargeted lifts from the associated text. Candidates are asked to 
express responses in their own words, where possible.

Untargeted lifts:

An untargeted lift is an answer where a candidate copies out a chunk 
of the text indiscriminately, with no manipulation of the text. 
Questions are normally phrased so that candidates cannot offer an 
untargeted lift and give the correct answer.  

Example:

Q06(b): Pourquoi est-il urgent pour Caméric de faire un nouveau voyage ?

The text reads:

Mes journées sont rythmées uniquement par mes obligations 
professionnelles…

An untargeted lift such as Mes journées sont rythmées uniquement par 
mes obligations professionnelles… does not answer the question.

However, candidates can take vocabulary from the text to make a 
correct answer (a targeted lift) e.g. Les journées de Caméric sont 
rythmées uniquement par ses obligations professionnelles…
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Question 7

Short Answer Questions 

This required responses using a single word, a phrase or a short sentence. Each item was 
worth 1 or 2 marks. Question 7 was taken from the subtopic of education systems and types 
of schooling. Marks are awarded solely for communication, as opposed to language. 
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Q07(a) The key verb is expressed in such a way that it renders the 
response ambiguous, so the mark cannot be awarded.

Q07(b) The first element does not respond to the question, so the 
response is not credited. The second element is clearly correct.

Q07(c) The response clearly conveys the absence of someone else to 
take charge of the family farm.

Q07(d) Both marks are awarded here, but only just, as the handwriting 
is sometimes difficult to read. It is very important that handwriting is 
clearly legible across all responses.

Q07(e) The first element is correct. In the second element, there is 
some repetition and the response does not address the question itself, 
in terms of "tendances encourageantes", so the second mark is not 
awarded.

Q07(f) Both elements are correctly addressed, though the lack of clear 
handwriting almost causes both marks to be lost.
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Being concise is sometimes an effective strategy

Candidates can often find a simplified, albeit correct route through 
certain elements of Q07. For example, the following response to 
Q07(b) was credited with both marks:

C’est moins cher
Manque de personnel

Beware of angle of approach to certain questions

Some questions are best approached from a different angle. For 
example, in Q07(e), many candidates did not approach the question 
from the correct angle and did not address the issue of tendances 
encourageantes within the question. This meant that no marks were 
awarded for the following:

En mathématiques, le taux de réussite des élèves est en baisse
Il y a moins de filles en classe qu’avant

In the above response, the candidate refers to the issues of a lack of 
success in maths and the absence of girls in the classroom rather than 
answering the question about what was improving i.e., better results in 
maths and more girls in the classroom.

Both marks were awarded for the following:

En mathématiques, le taux de réussite des élèves est en hausse
Il y a plus de filles en classe qu’avant
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Question 8

Sentence Transformations: 

Candidates were required to write out the correct form of each targeted word. Question 8 
was taken from the subtopic of education systems and types of schooling.  
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Q08(a) The feminine singular agreement was not included in the 
response, so the mark was not awarded.

Q08(b) The correct feminine plural form nombreuses was offered.

Q08(c) The correct feminine singular form of the adjective was offered.

Q08(d) The "nous" form of the imperfect tense was offered as a 
response, whereas the present participle was required.

Q08(e) The response could not be accepted, as the present tense of 
the verb was required. Candidates needed to be aware of the tense 
rule regarding "depuis".

Q08(f) The bracketed infinitive required no modification and the mark 
was therefore awarded.

Q08(g) The correct feminine singular adjective "quotidienne" was 
offered.

Q08(h) The candidate offered the feminine plural form "verbales", as 
opposed to the correct masculine plural form "verbaux".

Q08(i) The candidate successfully acknowledged the presence of "si" + 
imperfect tense in the first clause and correctly applied the conditional 
tense in the second clause.

Q08(j) The response was correct, as the candidate had noted the use of 
"l'avenir" in the previous clause.

Candidates are reminded to be very careful regarding the placing of 
accents over letters. These should be placed over the appropriate 
letter and should be the correct type of accent for each situation.
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Question 9

Essay

This section requires candidates to write an essay based on a short, printed stimulus. The 
recommended length for the essay is 240-280 words, though examiners mark all the work 
written by candidates; they do not count the words when marking the essay. It is, however, 
quite possible for an essay of 240-280 to gain full marks and candidates should avoid writing 
essays which are over-long. Question 9 was taken from the subtopic of food and diet.
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Content and communication.

In order to potentially demonstrate an “excellent ability” to express 
ideas in a form that would be comprehensible to a native reader, 
candidates need to respond to all four bullet points. This is clearly the 
case in this instance.

The meaning of the first sentence of paragraph 1 of the response is 
ambiguous. However, bullet point 1 is then fully addressed, the 
candidate expressing clear disagreement with the opinion offered in 
the introductory text to Q09 and there is a logical sequencing of 
supporting argument. The response to bullet point 2 is approached 
from an original yet appropriate angle in that the candidate begins by 
expressing general negativity towards fast food, but is still able to refer 
to a recent experience of it. The third bullet point is well developed and 
it follows on very naturally from both of the previous bullet points. The 
final bullet point makes clear reference to how parents may have a 
positive influence on their adolescent children and the bullet point is 
approached from a personal stance. The reference to “ses fils” does 
however lead to minor ambiguity and the meaning of the short final 
paragraph is not very clear.

Overall, the response is coherent, with only brief moments of 
ambiguity, such as those mentioned above. The candidate is mindful to 
avoid digression from the task.

Quality of language

For this International Advanced Subsidiary level of demand of task, the 
candidate deploys with some confidence a relatively wide range of 
grammatical structures and lexis. These are typically well-suited to the 
various needs of the task. There are a few instances of lexical and 
grammatical errors one would not expect at this level and instances of 
words from another language being used. However, the overall 
impression is one of very good linguistic control. This is also an 
excellent example of an essay where the candidate does not write an 
excessively long response. Where candidates do write unnecessarily 
lengthy responses, the accuracy level tends to be somewhat lower, as 
these candidates typically leave insufficient time to check accuracy. The 
range of grammatical structures and lexis within this response clearly 
reflects many of those listed within the specification. This candidate is 
also mindful to avoid using over-ambitious structures.
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Be sure to address all four bullet points
Read each bullet point carefully
Avoid digression from the required content
Remember that irrelevance is more commonplace in very long 
responses
Avoid the use of over-ambitious structures
Be aware that an essay of 240 words can attract full marks
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Paper Summary

General summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

Ensure that handwriting is clearly legible
Avoid the use of untargeted lifts from texts when answering questions in Section B
Base all comprehension responses upon evidence from the text/recording
Use their own words, where possible, when answering questions in Section B
Be familiar with grammatical structures associated with this specification
Address all elements of each question, especially Q09
Allow sufficient time to write a full response to Q09
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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